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Student Recognition  
Now that the school year is beginning, we will continue our practice of showing a pre-meeting slide 
presentation of some of the positive aspects of our district.   This year these presentations will also be 
seen on district television.  Also at our next work session meeting on October 16th, we plan to feature a 
few of our students from the alternative program, our Road to Success Program. 
 
Back to School Nights  
Back to School Nights were held at Sampson G. Smith School and our elementary schools over the past 
two weeks.  Our principals have reported that these evenings were successful and full of positive 
expectations for the upcoming school year.  One of the very positive items that our principals were able to 
share was information about our upcoming referendum, which is scheduled for a vote on December 9th.  
More specifically, I am happy to report that, due to an increase in our projected debt service aid, the 
estimated cost to the average home for the referendum has decreased by almost 20%.  This reduces the 
projected cost for the average homeowner from $204 per year to $166 per year or from 56 cents a day to 
46 cents a day! 
 
At our last meeting, a presentation on the referendum was shown and is now available on our website.  At 
the next meeting I will share some more detailed information on the proposed grade 6-8 middle school 
model.   
 
Reporting of HIB Incidents  
Also on our district and school-based websites is a new link for reporting incidents of Harassment, 
Intimidation and Bullying.  Individuals can use the original forms which are posted on the School Safety, 
Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying webpage or click on the link to Hibster – a new service the district 
is using to facilitate the reporting process.  These reports can be anonymous as well.  
 
Enterovirus D68  
The NJ Department of Health has reported our state’s first confirmed case of enterovirus D68, also known 
as EV-D68, a potentially serious respiratory illness more likely found in infants and children, which 
sometimes results in hospitalization.  
 
Since enteroviruses are transmitted through close contact with an infected person, or by touching objects 
or surfaces that are contaminated with the virus and then touching the mouth, nose, or eyes, today our 
Principals were asked to remind their staff and students about the importance of using preventive 
measures to help protect themselves and others from the virus.  The preventive steps are similar to those 
of most illnesses like the flu. Good hand hygiene is your best defense against getting infected with 
enterovirus. Other measures include avoiding touching eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands; and 
using good respiratory hygiene - coughing and sneezing into a tissue or elbow and properly disposing of 
tissues.   
 
More information about the virus and a link to the NJ Department of Health’s Frequently Asked Questions 
has been posted on the district and school-based websites.   


